CHAPTER IV. The Sangi applied to Algebra.
As stated in the preceding chapter, it seems necessary to break the continuity of the historical narative by speaking of the introduction of the soroban and the sangi, since these mechanical devices must be known, at least in a general way, before the contributions of the later writers can be understood. As already explained, the chikiisaku or "bamboo rods" had been brought over from China at any rate as early as 600 A. D., and for a thousand years had held sway in the domain of calculation. They had formed one of the inheritances of the people, and the fact that they are still used in Korea shows how strong their hold would naturally have been with a patriotic race like the Japanese. We have much the same experience in the Western World in connection with the metric system today. No one doubts for a moment that this system will in due time be commonly used in England and America, the race for world commerce deciding the issue even if the merits of the system should fail to do so. Nevertheless such a change comes only by degrees in democratic lands, and while our complicated system of compound numbers is rapidly giving way, the metric system is not so rapidly replacing'it
So it was in Japan in the i/th century. The samurai despised the plebeian soroban, and the guild of learning sympathized with this attitude of mind The result was that while the soroban replaced the rods for business purposes, the latter maintained their supremacy in the calculations of higher mathematics.
There was a further reason for this attitude of mind in the fact that the rods were already in use in the solution of the equation,